Raptor Scientific Tours: Contribute
to Biodiversity Conservation by
Studying Birds of Prey in
Araucanía zone, Chile
Guided by Tomás Rivas Fuenzalida & Jacob Von Tschirnhaus
Full 7 day and 7 night tours. September – March, 2017 - 2018

The endangered Rufous-tailed Hawk (Buteo ventralis) © Tomás Rivas F.

Birds of prey - or raptors - have fascinated humans since immemorial times. Their beauty,
wondorous flight and strength have attracted them to humans, causing them to become part of many
myths, legends and cultural heritages worldwide. These magnificent birds occur in almost all
continents, except Antarctica, and are represented by 330 diurnal and 250 nocturnal raptors (owls).
Chile is a fantastic birding nation, containing one of the most important hot spots of biodiversity in the
world (the Chilean Hot Spot). The Austral Temperate Forest (ATF) covers most of southern portion of
the country, including the Araucanía zone, which is the ancestral territory of the Mapuche, one of the
strongest native people in the Americas. During our journey we will have the opportunity to learn
about this mystic culture, which resisted the Inca Empire and continued to fight against the Spanish
invasion since the 1500s AD.
There are four raptor species that breed exclusively in this ecoregion, and three of them are endemic:
the rufous-tailed hawk (Buteo ventralis), a majestic raptor, recently listed as globally vulnerable by the
IUCN (endemic to ATF); the white-throated hawk (Buteo albigula), the only trans-hemispheric
migratory raptor to breed in southern South America, listed as rare in both Chile and Argentina; the
Chilean hawk (Accipiter chilensis), a beautiful hawk unique to the austral forests, also listed as rare
(endemic to ATF); and the rufous-legged owl (Strix rufipes), an enigmatic forest owl, surrounded by
mythological stories (endemic to ATF).

The Chilean Hawk is the only Accipiter hawk in southern South America, where is endemic © Tomás Rivas F.

Our tours are based upon scientific monitoring of endangered or rare forest-dwelling birds of prey.
Thus, participants may contribute first-hand to raptor and habitat conservation thereby experiencing a
unique trip, not just for themselves, but also for the surrounding environment and resulting biodiversity.
Tours can operate at any time during the breeding season, between early September to early April.
We will begin our trips at the end of the austral winter (September), when the Araucarias are still frozen at
the top of Nahuelbuta Mountain Range, and the rufous-tailed hawks start their spectacular courtship flights
demarking their territory high in the sky with amazing undulating displays. This is an exciting moment to
study them, monitoring known pairs and looking for new ones.
In full spring (October - December), we will monitor the first steps of the breeding cycle of white-throated
hawks and Chilean hawks in southern beech, roble beech and Araucaria forests in the Nahuelbuta Mountain
Range. They will be building or repairing their nests, courting, copulating and laying eggs. At this time, the
rufous-tailed hawks have either eggs (October) or chicks (November - December) providing a nice
opportunity to review nest productivity at a secure distance, using spotting-scopes and binoculars.
From beginning to mid summer (January - February), rufous-tailed hawks have recently fledged juveniles
whereas Chilean hawks and white-throated hawks are sill rearing chicks. At the end of the summer all the
three species have juveniles flying very well (if they survive) and attempting to hunt. At the beginning of
autumn (March - April), white-throated hawks leave their breeding grounds in Chile and start their
migration, whereas young Chilean and rufous-tailed hawks are already dispersed, marking the end of the
breeding session. Before juvenile dispersal, we will attempt to trap some individuals to ring and attach radio
transmitters, thus enabling us to follow them in the future.
Our 7 day and night tours are linked with local services providers such as lodges, restaurants and Mapuche
tourism leaders, all of which are in connection with nature tourism. Thus, you will get a good opportunity to
be immersed in the local Chilean and native Mapuche cultures. You will stay in three different lodges during
our journey (two to three nights per lodge) where breakfast and dinner will be provided. We will lunch in
local restaurants or, more frequently, have a good picnic in the field.

Tour Itinerary

Juvenile Rufous-tailed Hawk © Tomás Rivas F.

General Itinerary Map. Green Line: Flight between Santiago and Concepción city. Orange Line: Mean routes
inside the two study areas (Green polygons). Red Star: Contulmo (Lanalhue Lake, Centro de Aves Rapaces
Ñankulafkén, Accommodation). Orange Star: Nahuelbuta National Park. Blue Star: Conguillío National Park

Day 1 El Natri Natural Reserve and Ñankulafkén
Raptor Center
You can take a flight from Santiago de Chile at 8:15H, arriving in Concepción at 9:30H. From
Concepción, we will drive south for 2.5 hours to Reussland Ecological Park in Cañete, in time for a delicious
homemade lunch. After lunch we will move to Ñankulafkén Raptor Center at El Natri Natural Reserve,
located by the Lanalhue Lake shore, in Contulmo.
Guided by a beautiful path, we will take a slow walk for about 20 minutes toward the Ñankulakfén Raptor
Center, while learning about the native forest varieties and El Natri Natural Reserve history, mission and
goals. In the Ñankulafkén Raptor Centre you will take part in a one-hour introductory course in our
workshop. This short course involves general aspects of our work in raptor research, the mean
characteristics of our target species, monitoring methods, study areas, El Natri Natural Reserve conservation
aims, as well as other topics.
After the introductory course, we will enjoy a two-hour free flight raptor exhibition in our raptor center,
where you can take great pictures and videos of our trained birds flying very close to you. Species you will
see includes the American kestrel, bay-winged hawk, red-backed hawk, rufous-tailed hawk and the
Magellanic horned owl.
At the end of the afternoon we will take a look at the avian diversity at El Natri Natural Reserve, and then we
will return to Reussland for dinner and repose.
You could have an up-close view of our birds during the free flight raptor exhibition at Ñankulafkén Raptor
Center in El Natri Natural Reserve, Lanalhue Lake, Contulmo. © Fundación Ñankulafkén

You could have an up-close view of our birds during the free flight raptor exhibition at Ñankulafkén Raptor Center in El Natri
Natural Reserve, Lanalhue Lake, Contulmo. © Fundación Ñankulafkén

Adult White-throated Hawk captured at El Natri Natural Reserve for ringing and measurements © Fundación Ñankulafkén

Day 2 Caramávida´s Biological Corridor
The Caramávida forests are one of the most extensive and rich native forest remnants in
Nahuelbuta Mountain Range, acting as an important biological corridor to many endangered species such as
Darwin´s foxes, great Magellanic woodpeckers, guiña cats, pumas and of course, the forest-specialist
raptors. This forest is also home to the Colocolo opossum. This cute marsupial is considered a living fossil: it
is the only survivor of the Microbiotheria order, and it is evolutionarily more closely related to Australian
marsupials than to South American ones. Accordingly, this micromammal is considered to have a
Gondwanan origin. Here, the southern beech forests are mixed with Valdivian evergreen forests, and also
with Araucaria forests, creating a very biologically rich area. Among these forests it is possible to find one of
the last populations of Pitao tree, a critically endangered species.
During our fieldwork in Caramávida we will monitor and look for new nesting sites of rufous-tailed hawks,
white-throated hawks and Chilean hawks. As of now, we have 13 rufous-tailed hawk, 6 white-throated hawk
and 6 Chilean hawk pairs registered in this area.

The Caramávida´s Biological Corridor represents one of the most pristine forests in Nahuelbuta Mountain Range, working as
refuge of many endangered species © Tomás Rivas F.

Juvenile Chilean Hawk captured for ringing and measurements © Fundación Ñankulafkén
Melanistic Juvenile Rufous-tailed Hawk captured for ringing and measurements © Fundación Ñankulafkén

Accommodation - Nights 1 & 2
Reussland Ecological Park
The stay includes two nights accommodation, breakfast and dinner.- Location: p-60 road toward Lanalhue
Lake, Cañete.
At Reussland Ecological Park you will have a close encounter with forest passerine birds, Valdivian
evergreen forests and southern beech forest whilst lodging in the “Nests Lodges”, which are small shared
lodges with unique architecture, surrounded by native trees. You will receive kind attention from the
owners: Anabel Ramírez and her husband Veticindo Reusser.
During a morning walk we will have many opportunities to see species like bay-winged hawks, red-backed
hawks, chimango caracaras, southern crested caracaras, black vultures, turkey vultures, american kestrels,
austral pygmy owls, and others.

A “Nest Lodge” immersed in the roble beech forest at
Reussland Ecological Park. © Tomás Rivas F.

A juvenile Red-backed Hawk (Geranoaetus polyosoma)
photographed in Reussland Ecological Park. © Tomás Rivas F.

A view of the Reussland´s Cafeteria at Reussland Ecological Park, near Lanalhue Lake, Cañete. © Tomás Rivas F.

A view of the forest canopy at Reussland´s “Nests Lodges”. Reussland Ecological Park, Cañete, Arauco Province.
© Tomás Rivas F.

Day 3 Contulmo´s Mountains
Contulmo means “place of passage” in Mapudungún (a native language). This town was founded in
1884, by German settlers who came to urbanize the area at the end of the Araucanía war. This zone was
originally covered by dense forests, however these were largely cut or burnt in order to make the land
usable for agriculture and livestock. The wood was used in the construction of big houses, some of which are
still standing. In addition, the forest was continually harvested for building materials for railway ties (1930).
Finally, a large part of the remaining forest was harvested or burnt and replaced with eucalyptus and pine
plantations (1973). The ancient trees that survived this devastating period shelter the rufous-tailed and
white-throated hawk nests today.
Contulmo has the best known population of rufous-tailed hawks, white-throated hawks and Chilean hawks
in the world, having had with their populations extensively monitored since 2006. In this zone 16 rufoustailed hawk, 8 white-throated hawk and 23 Chilean hawk pairs are localized. We will monitor previously
ringed birds, known nests, take notes on the behavioral ecology whilst looking for new nesting locations for
all three species.

Adult White-throated Hawk near his nest. © Tomás Rivas F.

Adult Rufous-tailed Hawk near his nest. © Tomás Rivas F.

A view from the top of Contulmo´s Mountains through the northeast, you can see the oriental slopes of Nahuelbuta Mountain
Range and the Chilean Central Valley, covered by a dense mist. © Tomás Rivas F.

Adult male Rufous-tailed Hawk captured for ringing and measurements © Fundación Ñankulafkén
Adult female and adult male Chilean Hawks captured for ringing and measurements © Fundación Ñankulafkén

Day 4

Arauco´s Plain

During the summer of 2016, we carried out the first survey of breeding rufous-tailed hawks in the
Arauco´s Plain, a flat zone in the coastal Arauco province where some native forest patches remain in
ravines. To our surprise, we found a breeding population of 14 pairs! This is one of most dense populations
of the species and the only breeding population known to be out of the two mountain ranges in Chile.
However, it was not all good news. This area has been invaded by wind farms that seriously threaten the
survivorship of this important breeding population of rufous-tailed hawks. Thus, our work in this area is very
important and will contribute to saving the species from a potential local extinction.

Juvenile Rufous-tailed Hawk. © Tomás Rivas F.

Adult Rufous-tailed Hawk. © Tomás Rivas F.

A view of an Valdivian Evergreen Forest where is a nesting Rufous-tailed Hawk pair. © Tomás Rivas F.

Accommodation - Nights 3 & 4
Mapuche Trekán Lodges
--The stay includes two nights accommodation, breakfast and dinner.- Location: Elikura Valley, Contulmo.
At Mapuche Trekán Lodges we will meet Manuel Maribur (the owner), who is a native leader in Mapuche
Tourism recognized at national and international level. The Mapuche are the Araucanía´s native people and
have a fascinating history: since the 1500s BC they have resisted the Inca Empire and the Spanish invasion –
and are still resisting today! They are a very proud people who are still fighting to recover their culture and
traditions.
Manuel is a great nature advocate and has been fighting for the protection of Elikura Valley and his natural
resources which are threatened by forestry and extraction of aggregates, and more recently by hydroelectric
projects in the two main Elikura rivers. Near Mapuche Trekán Lodges it is possible to see american kestrels,
chimango caracaras, southern crested caracaras, black vultures, burrowing owls, and many others birds.

A Mapuche Trekán Lodge at Elikura Valley decorated with
Mapuche traditional pertinence. © Mapuche Trekán

An external view of a Mapuche Trekán Lodge at Elikura
Valley. © Mapuche Trekán

The native leader Manuel Maribur will show you some interesting aspects of their
wonderful and mystic culture: the Mapuche people. © Mapuche Trekán

The Elikura valley is very comfortable in spring and summer, having an ideal microclimate for fruit production as the native
white-strawberry, apples, avocados, among others. © Mapuche Trekán

Day 5 Capitán Pastene: Following Housse´s footsteps
The first historical records of the rufous-tailed hawk in Chile were made by Father Rafael Housse
in 1941, when he received a dead adult rufous-tailed hawk from the Capitán Pastene´s hills. He then
commissioned two more birds from some Italian hunters, but the birds could not be caught. In September
1941, Housse ordered the Italian settlers to search for the hawk pair and determine if they displayed any
breeding behavior and watch if they built a nest. By October, the religious naturalist received news of one
pair repairing an old nest. Deceitfully, Housse instructed the Italians to watch the nest until the eggs were
laid and the pair had started to rear their chicks. Only then were they to kill them, chicks included! By those
bloody methods, Housse was able to prove that the species was breeding in the country. Fortunately, the
methods used to obtain scientific evidence have since changed! Since that time, there are no new breeding
records of the rufous-tailed hawk in that zone. This area was once covered by dense rainforests however
today water is scarce due to logging of native species and their substitution with monospecific forest
plantations. Our mission on Day 5 will be to find the surviving pairs (and enjoy a very delicious Italian lunch!)

A melanistic adult male Rufous-tailed Hawk © Tomás Rivas F.

A adult female Rufous-tailed Hawk © Tomás Rivas F.

A second to third year female Rufous-tailed Hawk. © Tomás Rivas F.

Adult female Chilean Hawk captured for ringing and measurements © Fundación Ñankulafkén
Adult male Rufous-tailed Hawk captured for ringing and measurements © Fundación Ñankulafkén

Accommodation - Night 5
Licahue Hotel, Lodges & Restaurant
-The stay includes one night accommodation, breakfast and dinner-. Location: Lanalhue Lake, Contulmo.
In Licahue Hotel, Lodges and Restaurant, you will have a comfortable stay in a shared wooden
lodge with a wonderful view of Lanalhue Lake, owned by Ernesto Cienfuegos. During the morning, it is
possible to see a lot of black-necked swans, some white-necked cocoi herons and many others wetland
birds. Furthermore, in the Lanalhue Lake shore you will see some coypus (a South American aquatic
mammal), and hidden in the rushes we will take a look at the tiny and extremely beautiful many-colored
rush-tyrants!
In terms of raptors, we will see chimango caracaras, southern crested caracaras and bay-winged hawks
flying and foraging at the lake shore; and red-backed hawks, white-throated hawks and Austral Pygmy owls
in the mountain forests. If luck is on our side, we will see a Chilean hawk or a rufous-tailed hawk soaring
over the forest and some rufous-legged owls at night in the forest, not very far from the hotel.

View of the Licahue Hotel & Restaurant. Lanalhue Lake,
Contulmo © Licahue Hotel, Lodge & Restaurant

Landscape view at the Licahue Hotel & Restaurant.
Lanalhue Lake, Contulmo © Licahue Hotel & Restaurant

An adult pair of Black-necked Swans. Lanalhue Lake, Contulmo © Tomás Rivas F.

Adult White-throated Hawk near Licahue Hotel & Restaurant, Contulmo © Tomás Rivas F.

Day 6

Nahuelbuta National Park

We will complete a full day survey at the Nahuebuta National Park, where there is a unique coastal
population of the highly endangered Pehuen tree (Araucaria araucana): one of the worlds longest living
conifers (up to 1.500 years). One of the most visited areas in the park is Piedra del Águila (Eagle´s Stone): a
panoramic point from which you can see both the Andean Mountain Range and its volcanos as well as the
Pacific Ocean with Mocha Island.
Our fieldwork activities in this place will focus on monitoring breeding territories of White-throated Hawks
and Chilean Hawks (October - February) and looking for new nesting sites. During our stay we will also
watch some impressive Magellanic Woodpeckers at the Nothofagus forests, and also Red-backed Hawks.

The millennial Araucaria forest – one of the most ancient forests in the world – mixed with southern beech forest
at the top of the Nahuelbuta National Park, habitat of White-throated Hawks, Chilean Hawks and Rufous-legged
Owls. © Tomás Rivas F.

Day 7 Conguillío National Park and surroundings
Most of the records of forest-dwelling raptors in Chile have been reported from National Parks. This
reveals a lack of research on forest raptors in protected areas. During day 7, we will search for breeding
pairs of White-throated hawks, Rufous-tailed hawks and Chilean hawks in the impressive landscape of
Conguillío National Park.
We will develop our fieldwork activities within a wonderful landscape surrounded by the Sierra Nevada, the
Conguillío Lake, beautiful small lagoons, the magnificent Llaima volcano and ancient Pehuén forests.

Juvenile Rufous-tailed Hawk © Tomás Rivas F.

Adult male Chilean Hawk. © Tomás Rivas F.

Adult male Rufous-tailed Hawk in a territorial display © Tomás Rivas F.

Accommodation - Nights 6 & 7
Ñankulafkén Lodge
-The stay includes two nights accommodation, breakfast and dinner-. Location: Montaña Negra, Lanalhue
Lake, Contulmo.
At Ñankulafkén Lodge we will pass the last nights in a comfortable lodge with a wonderful view of
Lanalhue Lake. In this place it is possible to see a pair of Red-backed hawks, some Chimango caracaras,
Southern crested caracaras, Black vultures, Turkey vultures and a resident pair of Rufous-legged owls.

The two nights fee will be supporting the Fundación Ñankulafkén. During the last night we will enjoy a
relaxing surprise in the middle of a roble beech forest with a great panoramic view of the lake!

Ñankulafkén Lodge, Montaña Negra, Lanalhue Lake, Contulmo © Valeska Ávalos

Adult Rufous-legged Owl. © Tomás Rivas F.

Tour Highlights
Unique and beautiful landscapes
Even though large parts of the central-southern Chilean landscape have been changed dramatically
since European colonization, there are still beautiful places with awesome forests such as Valdivian
evergreen forest in the ravines of Nahuelbuta Mountain Range, the impressive Araucaria forests of
Nahuelbuta and Conguillío National Parks, and a great extension of Nothofagus forest in both mountain
ranges. During our tour you will also enjoy wonderful views, from Andean volcanos to the Pacific Ocean.

Useful journey experience
During our tour you will learn about Chilean birds of prey biology, research and conservation, and at the same
time you will participate directly in fieldwork research thereby having an exclusive experience that only a few
lucky birdwatchers have.

A male Rufous-tailed Hawk soaring over a Southern Beech forest at Caramávida´s Biological Corridor
© Tomás Rivas F.

Watching endangered and rare raptor species
There are many birdwatching tours in the world, and Chile is no exception. Many tours are well planned
and give you the opportunity to observe a large number of birds, but many of them require a lot of luck to
provide optimal opportunities to see endangered and elusive species. During our tours, we guarantee you
will see three of the most threatened and rare raptor species in southern South America, and you will see
them displaying a variety of behaviors during their breeding performances. In addition, you will see many
other raptor and non-raptor bird species.

Good photography opportunities
Even though our tour is not a photographic safari, you will have the opportunity to obtain awesome pictures
of up to 23 different raptor species (diurnal and nocturnal) during our fieldwork activities. Landscapes,
sunrises, sunsets, forests, mountains, volcanos and many bird species can be photographed in our tours.
Furthermore, during the free flight raptor exhibition you can take many pictures of our trained birds,
stationary and during flight. This will include species such as American kestrels, Bay-winged hawks, Redbacked hawks, Rufous-tailed hawks and Magellanic horned owls.

You are supporting future conservation actions!
With your reservation, you will automatically be supporting future
conservation efforts because more than 30% of your fee will be used
to finance the Fundación Ñankulafkén. This financial support will be
used in environmental education programs, fieldwork research,
equipment purchases, and infrastructure improvement, amongst
other things.

Fundación Ñankulafkén develop environmental education programs in the Arauco province, involving the
participation of many local students. This picture demonstrates a free flight exhibition at Centro de Aves
Rapaces Ñankulafkén with the participation of local school students. © Fundación Ñankulafkén.

Raptor Richness
As our journeys are scientifically based and more than just bird-watching, during our expeditions
we will see a significant number of raptor and non-raptor bird species in a variety of habitats, including
forests, prairies, wetlands, grasslands and mountains. From the almost omnipresent Chimango caracaras
and American kestrels to the majestic Black-chested buzzard-eagles and the largest living flying bird on
earth: the Andean condor. Also Red-backed hawks, Bay-winged hawks, White-tailed kites, Southern crested
caracaras, Black and Turkey vultures, and some Cinereous harriers, Mountain caracaras, Aplomado falcons
and Peregrine falcons as well as many other non-raptor species.
During the day and at sunset we will also spot some owl species including the Burrowing owl, the Austral
pygmy owl and the beautiful Short-eared owl. During twilight and night, with some luck we will see typical
nocturnal raptors including the Barn owl, the Magellan horned owl, and the mythological Rufous-legged
owl.
The 23 raptor species (diurnal and nocturnal) which are possible to see during our tour are listed below.

LIST OF RAPTOR SPECIES
Common name

Scientific name

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

Rufous-tailed Hawk
White-throated Hawk*
Chilean Hawk
Red-backed Hawk
Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle
Bay-winged Hawk
Cinereous Harrier*
White-tailed Kite
Southern Crested Caracara
Mountain Caracara
Chimango Caracara
American Kestrel
Aplomado Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
Andean Condor
Turkey Vulture
Black Vulture
Barn Owl
Magellan Horned Owl
Burrowing Owl
Short-eared Owl
Austral Pygmy Owl
Rufous-legged Owl

* Only between October and March

Buteo ventralis
Buteo albigula*
Accipiter chilensis
Geranoaetus polyosoma
Geranoaetus melanoleucus
Parabuteo unicinctus
Circus cinereus*
Elanus leucurus
Caracara plancus
Phalcoboenus megalopterus
Milvago chimango
Falco sparverius
Falco femoralis
Falco peregrinus
Vulthur gryphus
Cathartes aura
Coragyps atratus
Tyto alba
Bubo magellanicus
Athene cunicularia
Asio flammeus
Glaucidium nana
Strix rufipes

Adult Austral Pygmy Owl © Tomás Rivas F.

Guides

Tour Guide
Tomás Rivas Fuenzalida

Interpreter
Jacob Von Tschirnhous

Tour leader and raptor expert ornithologist guide is
Tomás Rivas Fuenzalida.

Tour interpreter and field assistant is Jacob Von
Tschirnhous.

Tomás has observed raptors since 1999 and has
studied them for the past 10 years. He was born in
1987 in Santiago de Chile but has lived in the
countryside of Contulmo (southern Chile) since the
age of two. The environment at the foothills of
Nahuelbuta Mountain Range, allowed him to build a
good appreciation of wildlife, and at the age of 11,
his interest in birds became apparent.

Jacob has observed birds from the age of 10. He
was born in Germany, and from a young age he
developed a fascination in the natural world. His
father is an experienced entomologist and
ornithologist having worked in several countries.
Jacob has learned a lot about wildlife thanks to
his father, and his own curiosity and enthusiasm.

He is an author or co-author of 16 scientific papers
on raptor biology and conservation, and one small
book titled “Raptors of the Nahuelbuta Mountain
Range and its surroundings” (in Spanish). He has
focused his work as a researcher in biology and
conservation of forest-dwelling raptors in southern
South America, contributing largely to current
knowledge about this group. He has observed
raptors in seven countries including Chile, Argentina,
Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador, Colombia and Costa Rica.
Tomás is the Director of Centro de Aves Rapaces
Ñankulafkén, President of Fundación Ñankulafkén
and member of the Neotropical Raptor Network.

At the age of 16, Jacob traveled to Chile to stay in
the country, and since then he has achieved a high
level of knowledge regarding the Chilean wildlife,
specifically birds and amphibians.
Jacob speaks fluent Dutch, English and Spanish.

Raptor Scientific Tours
Group size limit: 3 to 8 participants
Duration: 7 days and 7 nights
Price: USD $1.000 per person
Language: English, Dutch, Spanish
Includes:
• Private transport between Concepción Airport and Contulmo
• Private transport to study areas
• 7 days of scientific fieldwork
• 7 nights accommodation
• 7 days breakfast, lunch and dinner
• Introductory course
• Raptor ornithologist guide
• Interpreter
• A raptor free flight exhibition at Ñankulafkén Raptor Center
• A relaxing surprise waits for you at the end of the journey!

A Chilean Hawk pair copulating near El Natri Natural Reserve © Tomás Rivas F.

Tour terms
We reserves the right to alter this itinerary as
necessary, or to cancel the tour prior departure,
with full refund to participants.
We may decline to accept or retain any person as
a member of this tour at any time.
This is a no-smoking tour. No smoking will be
permitted while with the group, either when
indoors or in the field.
Travel medical insurance is strongly
recommended.
All passengers will be required to sign a hard copy
of the Release of Liability and Assumption of Risk
form upon meeting with the tour leader at the
tour´s starting point.
No participants will be allowed in the group
without a signed copy of the Release of Liability
and Assumption of Risk form.

Adult Chilean Hawk © Tomás Rivas F.

Release of liability and assumption of risk
I understand that the tour to which I am a party demands that I be in good health and
physical condition. I acknowledge the risk and hazards of travel in remote areas where injury, delay or
unanticipated events may occur. I understand that such risks simply cannot be eliminated without
jeopardizing the essential qualities of the activity. I may be subjecting myself to dangers and hazards which
could result in illness, injury, or death. I recognize that such risks, dangers, and hazards may be present at
any time during the trip. I also realize that medical services or facilities may not be readily available or
accessible during some or all of the time in which I am participating in the tour. I realize that I will be
traveling in remote areas with poor or no access to emergency and/or medical services. I understand that
there is a risk that accidents or illness can occur in remote places where medical facilities, emergency
treatment or other services cannot be rapidly rendered. I understand that there is a risk involved in the
consumption of food or drink.
The undersigned, being of lawful age, in consideration, and as part payment for the right to participate in
the trip/tour, and associated activities, services, and food arranged for me by Ñankulafkén E.I.R.L, and its
agents, employees, aﬃliates or associates, I have and do hereby fully assume all risk of illness, injury or
death, and hereby release, hold harmless, and discharge Ñankulafkén E.I.R.L. and its agents, employees,
aﬃliates or associates from all actions, claims, demands, or lawsuits for any accident, injury, property
damage or personal loss to me or to those traveling with me in connection with any accommodation,
transportation or other travel service, resulting from, related to, or arising in any manner out of my
participation in the tour, as well as from any act of terrorism, defect in vehicle, break down in equipment,
strike, theft, delay, or cancellation of or changes in itinerary or schedule, whether foreseen or unforeseen.
The undersigned understands that Ñankulafkén E.I.R.L., its owners, operators, or agents have booked
transportation, made reservations for lodging, made land arrangements for local transportation and is
conducting the above prearranged tour; that the undersigned assumes the risk that the owners, operators
and agents of the transport companies, hotels, and resorts may cancel or change the times, types or
method of transportation or accommodations; that the undersigned understands that Ñankulafkén E.I.R.L,
its owners, operators or agents does not have control or responsibility for any such cancellations or
changes in times, types, or methods of transportation or accommodations; that the undersigned may incur
additional charges and expenses because of the cancellations and changes to the times, type or method of
transportation or accommodations; and the undersigned hereby releases and discharges Ñankulafkén
E.I.R.L., its owners, operators or agents from any additional charges or expenses incurred by the
undersigned. The undersigned agrees to promptly pay the additional charges and expenses because the
owners, operators and agents of the transport companies, hotels, and lodges have cancelled or changed
the times, type or method of transportation or accommodations.
I agree that I will not sue Ñankulafkén E.I.R.L. and its agents, employees, aﬃliates or associates for damages
incurred as a consequence of my participation in tour caused by the negligence or other acts of
Ñankulafkén E.I.R.L. and its agents, employees, aﬃliates or associates or any employee, agent or contractor
thereof. Should Ñankulafkén E.I.R.L. or anyone acting on their behalf, be required to incur attorney’s fees
and costs to enforce this Release of Liability and Assumption of Risk, I agree to indemnify and hold them
harmless for all such fees and costs.
I agree that if I suﬀer injury or illness, Ñankulafkén E.I.R.L. and its agents, employees, aﬃliates, or associates
can, at my cost, arrange medical treatment and emergency evacuation service, as Ñankulafkén E.I.R.L. and
its agents, employees, aﬃliates or associates deem necessary for my safety.
I agree that the foregoing obligation, release and assumption of risk shall be binding upon me personally, as
well as upon my spouse, heirs, executors, assigns, and administrators, and for all members of my family,
including any minor accompanying me. I have carefully read this Release of Liability and Assumption of Risk
and fully understand its contents, terms, and conditions. I am aware that this is a release of liability and
contract between me and Ñankulafkén E.I.R.L. and/or its aﬃliated organizations or representatives, and I
sign it of my own free will.
I state that I am of lawful age and legally competent to sign this aﬃrmation and Release of Liability and
Assumption of Risk; that I understand the terms herein are contractual and not a mere recital; and that I
have signed this Release of Liability and Assumption of Risk as my own free act.

Participant signature
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